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FOREIGN LEG ATIONS'. of surpassing splendor. There, I8 no
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GREAT POWERS.

Uncle Bam 15 Gradzally Boing Made
the Egual of the Monarchies—Just

Think of It—Prussia Mude the Flrsg
Step.

o 8 0 4% ¢ that the
Austrian minister
has recently bought
for his government
a legation building
in this elty—to
serve porhaps in
the near future for
purposes of an em-
bassy—suggests the
possibility  before
many months of
the elevation of the rank of the repre-
sentative of the United States from
minister to ambassador at all the cap-
itals of the so-called first-rate powers
of the treaty of Vienna. Although all
of the nations of the Western hemi-
sphere and those of the far Bast recog-
nize the United States as a first-rate
Power, becaunse of its trade and re-
sources, Great Britain, France, Ger-
many, Ruesia, Austria, Italy, Spain
and Portugal, the nations which were
represented at the congress of Vienna
in 1815, have not until recently in their
diplomatic relations considersd the
United States as their level in dignily
and importance. To this fact has been
due the tardiness of the great Euro-
bean powers to purchase buildings In
this conntry, although their represen-
tatives in Washington admit that lega-
tion and ambassadorial buildings
should have heen purchased in all

Cases many years ago,
There seems to he, even among the
members of

the diplomatic corps. a

GREAT BRITAIN'S OFFICIAL HOMB,
good deal of ignorance as to the time
and circumstances of the purchase of
the few legations and embassies ownedl
in Washington by foreign governments,
The generul Impression s that the
government of Great Britnin took the
initiatory step, but the fact is that the
government of Prussla, whose prop-
erty wns subsequently transferred to
the German empire, was the first for-
eign power to own property in the eity
of Washington for the use of its repre-
gentatives. As early as 1864 Baron Ger-
old, for the kingdom of Prussia, pur-
shased the property in Filteenth street
adjoining the bank of Corcoran &
Riggs, between Pennsylvania avenus
and H street, The house was a large,
double square building, built much
after the pattern of the fashionable
houses of that time, and was then
considersd to be in the heart of the
portion of the city most desirable for
such a purpose. It was at this house
that the successive representatives of
the kingdom and the emplre dispensed
the hospitality for which they have
earned so liveral o name, and, as time
went on and the scale of diplomatis
entertninments became larger and
more elaborate, there was never a ques-
tion as to the success of the dinners
and dances of the German legation.

The policy of the government of
Great Britain is never to purchase lani
except in what are known as the first-
rate powers of the congress of Vienna,
This policy, it appears, was departed
from in the case of the Unlted States:
for the property mnow owned by the
British embassy was built by Sir Ed-
ward Thornton nineteen years ago.

It is said that Sir Edward Thornton
eould have bought all of the land in
the block, from one corner of N street
and Connecticut avenue, where the em-

bassy now I8, for what it has coat In
comparatively recent yeara to bulld the |

covers about a third of the hlock
bounded by Connecticut avenue, N aad
Nineteenth streets, the ground is so
covered by the buildings that there is
not enough room for further sdditions
within the iron fence. The present

suggestion  of Sir Edward Thof 700,
who was then British minister to this
country, from plans and specifications
prepared aceording to his own ideas:
the sum allotted for this purpose by
the British government was £50,000.
The embassy is a square, massive biilld-
Ing of red brick, with stone trimmings,
much after the fashion of architecture
prevailing about that time.
The government of Corea also owns
its legation here, The property was at
one time a portion of the estate of Cap-
tain Seth Ledyard Phelps, and the sale
Wwas negotiated by Sevellon A, Brown,
for along period chief clerk of the
etate department, The building is in
Thirteenth street, at its northern june-
ture with Iowa cirele; it is a modest gray
building with a port cochere, It is large
enough for the unpretentious enter-
tainments of the Corean officials. At
the time of the purchase of the prop-
°rty there was a question raised at the
Distriet of Columbia tax office in regard
t0 exemption from taxation., Some cor-
regpondence ensned between the state
department and the tax office, which
resuited in the exemption of the Co-
rean property. There are no laws in
the District of Columbia bhearing upon
the subject and the exemption from
taxation of the Corean building as well
as of other foreign legations is simply
an act of comity on the part of this
government,
The legation of the Mexican govern-
ment in I sireet was built from designs
of Mr. Romero, the minister, in 1887
As early as 1882 Senor Romero had
coneeived the plan of building a lega-
tion for the government, but not until
1888 did he succeed in getting the
money for the purpose. The ampunt
appropriated was $100,000, but' since
that time improvements have been
made and elaborate furnishings bought
which have ircreased the original price
$25,000 or §40,000. The legation is a
large, square building of pressed brick,
with brown etone trimmings.
The government of the United States
leases or rents property for all of its
representatives within the territory of
forcign govern ments, except in Coren
and in Siam, where the property is
owned, acquired in Corea by purchase
and in Siam by gift, Tize and agaln |
has the Importance of the ownersh ip oi
legations and embassies in foreign
countries been urged upon congress hy
suecessive presidents.
It is presumed that the diplomatic
and consular appropriation bill of the

THE T'RENCH LEGATION,
filty-fourth congress may differ in this
respect from those of ils predecessors.
The French government has made
several attempts to purchase property,
at first for use as a legaton, and now

for wse as an embassy. The first at-
tempt' was made to purchase the prop-
erty owned and occupied by Anthony
Pollok at Seventeenth and I streets,
Failing in this, the ambassador leased
the property occupied during hig life
by Admiral David D. Porter in H street,
adjoining the Metropolitan club, Here
the embassy was established year be-
fore last. The property would have
been purchased by the French govern-
ment if an agreement with the Porter
heirs could have been reached. But
there was a digpute.as to the value of
the property among -the heirs them-
selves, so that at the present time a
sale I8 not possible. A compact has
been entered into, however, by which
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Towns—Actors Prefer the

0 Rallroad Tours.

!’lnmnt

Lacon (TlL) Letter.

wer. RECENT syn licate
article from New
i York speaks In
iyt glowing tarms of a
Wl scneime on feot tu
' construct a theater
boat, where thes-
pians could tread
the boards and suf-
fer mno inconven-
iences of the one-
night stands, and
the tie=pass joke would drep Into cb-
livion. The author went on to edvanes

Rucsia, where a St. Petevaburg syndl-
cate had built & great Hoating theater
40 feet In lenzth and 40 feet in wiilth
The truth of the matter is, that the iden
13 strietly American, and pronounced!s
Mizdisgippisn, For years the theater
boat has been a fixture en the Missis-
sipoi river and its tributaries, and if one
showboat at least did not make a date
in the towns along (he rivers each
seagon the inghabitants thereof would
think something was wrong.

The theater boat is pait of the Ilinois
river ervaft. Foremost of these play
housed sre French’s hoats. He is the

\

CAPT. FRENCH.
proprietor of twe of the handsomest
floating palaces in the world, known as
French's: New Senpsations. “Les meil-
leures compagnies qul voyazent.,” His
territory is from the Monongahela to
the zulf, from St. Faul to New Orleans,
and he is patiently awaiting the open-
ing of the ship waterway to Lake Michi-
gan, so that he may entertain the peo-
ple of Chicago with an innovation.
Mr. French manages the No. 2 boat,
while Mrs, French not only manages
the No, 1 beat, but pilots it also, At
present they are in southern waters,
working a fleld they have visited an-
nually for the last twenty years.

The first Intimaifon the people of the
river towns have of theé coming of the
boat is the arrival of the craft itself,
The stillness of some quiet morning is
suddenly broken by the notes of a
steam ecalliope, and in five minutes
every boy in town is at the viver's bank,
and among the townspeople it {g spoken
to one another: “The theater boat is
here,” Thus in five minutes the boat
has made its presencejwell known,
There are no bill boards, no newspaper
advertising, no lithographs, no advance
sale—nothing but a steam calliope. At
noon o brass band parades the streets,
and again in the evening, as a gentle
reminder, the calliope and band are
heard.

French's show last yvear was better
than usual. His boat, also, was better,
and hed just left the decorator’s hands,
who had placed landscapes all over its
sides. The interior was a marvel of

Floating Craft That Journey from Place
to Place Foroish Amusement In River | cents extra for reserved seats and 15

the assertion that the idea originated in |

STAGE LIFE ON THE MISSISSIp. | Patiens, Ada Seeker, Prof. Wambold,
s Leggett, Carleton sisters, Kelly ana!®d

Burgess, Heath and Cadd and others,
The program caused mueh solid fun,
The general admission is 25 cents, 10

cents for the galery; The house at this
point was worth $125. The expenses
are light, for the actors do not com-
mand, neither do they ask, the salaries
they receive on the stage proper.

“It is this way,” said Mr. Freach.
“The actors get tired of the heat and
dust and foul air and overwork of the

Chicago isa gimut place for pork-packers

and caucns packers,

larch

April, May are most emphatically the

cities, ¢r they are slek from one-night
stands, and they say to Lhemsecives: |
‘Well, I'll go down and show with old
man French as a sort of vaeation,” and |
they come. Salary is a secondary con- |
sideration. Sometimes I am overrun |
with these fellows, and I cannot afford
to pay them galaries, so they do a turn |
Or two at each performance just for |
their board and lodging. I pay salaries |
after each performance and am Very |
striet with the boys, maybe too much so,
but then in a big family, such as I have
here on the boat, discipline has to he
severe. I earry about forty people. My |
cxpenses run about $70 each show day.
There is now as good money in the busi-
ness &8 there was years ago, Other
beats have fafled, but it was hecause
they run their shows too loose. Mine
are strictly moral, I allow no act or
word that tends to vulgarity, and to |
these things I attribute my success."”
French's No, 2 is towed by a steamer
known as Ruty, a powerful stern- |
wheelez. It shoves the massive hulk
before it, The pilot steers fro\ the
pilot house on the theater boat, w\ e
he has arranged a perfect system\ 7|
whiztles. It is no small undertaking to
handle the boat in heavy wind or strong
current, and one would think the mass-
ive ark would swing the small steamer
at will. So it would were it not for a
piece of machinery whick winds up
ropes {rom eiiher side and can manip-
ulate the large hoat at command of the
engineer, twisting it elear around it
needs be. The quarters of the actors
are in front, where they have hanid-
somely appointed rooms, well lighted
and ventlated. There is a lounging |
room for the men, and a sitting room
with a sewing machine for the ladies, |
and a parlor where all may meet and |
enjoy themselves or entertain company
Below, In front, is the box and business
office, and to the other side the barn for

men have their rooms, The dining
reom is used as a green room at night,

and is played by a little Dutehman with
powerful streneth in his fingers and a

anything that can be put on a piano,
and his seleetions are really entertain- |
ing. One hundred saq sixty pounds 0f|
sleam pressure i8 necessary for zood
results, J

The actors come gn the stage re-|
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A THEATER BOAT.
freshed after a day’s pleasure in fishin
or hunting or rowlang, not fatigued b

omnibuses, or tired from getting trunks
in shape at the theater. It is one long
midsummer's dream for them. They do

der when all touring companies will

storming and one night stands. Those
who have been stranded at some june-

For their purpose
'to usin
s Other

=5 | wheel. Theremust
be no question of
€ | quality in a bicycle
an early rise or long journey, or at outs selected for such
with the world from poor hotel ac- | Ornamentation. o

commodations and riding in crowded There,foa'etheychoseColumbias

cast a tear now and then for their poor | Beautiful Art Catal

friends on the Rialto sweltering in |ford Bicycles is frea if you call upon any Colume
' - bi : i

heat and -nveloped In dust, and won- ‘n:m;im" it T

months for taking a good bloed purifier,
because the syztein is now most in need
ol guch a medicine, and because il more
quickly responds o medieinal qualities.
In winter impurities donot pass out of the
body freely, but accumulate in the bloods

p H

The best medicine to purify, enrich and
vitalize the Dlood, and thus give strength
and build up the system, is Hood’s Sarsa-
parilln. Thousands take it as their Spring

Medicine, and more are taking it today
thanever before, If youare tired, * out ol

sorts,” mervous, have bad taste in the
morning, aching or dizzy hesd, sour
stomach and feel all run down, & course
of Hood's Sarsaparilla will put your whols
body in good order and make you strong
and vigorows. It is the ideal Spring
Medicine aund true merve tonie, because

Hoods

Sarsaparilla

Isthe One True Blood Purifier. All drugzists. 81,
Preparad only by C. 1. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass.

!
’ v nre pirely vegetable, care.
HOOd S PIHS fully prepared. 25 enis.

Orna.menting

It recently occurred to Tiffany
f'lm two horses and u dog kennel, Above | & CO., the NE”W YOI‘!C fEWCICI‘S,
in the rear the stage hands and engine | to ornament a bICYC.Ie elabo-
rately with gold, silver, and pre-
and Is back and helow the stage, The | CIOUS stones, beIicvingthat some
calliope Is in the rear of the pilot house, | wealthy customer would esteem
so handsome a mount. They
[
wid of cotton in each ear. He can play | preferred to pay $100 each for

Columbia
Bicycles

any
e of ot

STANDARD OF THE WORLD
Unequalled, Unapproached,
e of Columbia and Hart-

»
travel by Loat and revolutionize barn- POPE MANUFACHJRING m.

tion place with their things in the hands | sty wry roiore® 374 Ageneies in almost every

If Columbias nre not

of a village constable and the manager | ePreseated in your vicinity let us know.

out of money and all that, smile to con-
template the ehange. There would be
no stranding with & floating theater,
as it could break loose from its moor-
ings and float down stream, even if the
manager had no money to buy coal to
steam up stream.

1t is sald that all the best show towns,
from a tkeatrical standpoint, are those
which have a water front, and there are
hundreds of them. The thing might be
overdone with too miany floating pal-
aces, but it hardly seems.possible, Mr.
Arnold, proprietor. of the Floting
chapel now tied up for the winter at
Lacon, has visited river towns for the] |
last seven years, and he was at no town
twice, except as he came down the 1I- |
linols river on his return trip,
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